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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

International Day of Peace 

20 September 2009 

Preacher 

The Reverend Fr Andre Jacobs 

Guest preacher 
Readings: Jeremiah 11.18-20; Psalm 54; James 3.1-12; Mark 9.30-37 

 

Who is the greatest? 

O God, light of the minds that know you, life of the souls that love you, and strength of the hearts 

that seek you – open our hearts and minds to your word. We ask it in Jesus' name.  Amen 

 

Today’s gospel says, in verses 30-34, that Jesus and his disciples’ were travelling through Galilee, 

and Jesus was teaching his disciples about how the Son of Man was going to be betrayed into the 

hands of men, and be killed, and then on the third day rise; but that the disciples did not understand 

what he meant – and were afraid to ask him about it. 

 

Instead, they were arguing, and we hear that when they arrived at Capernaum. Jesus asked them 

about it, saying:  

    "What were you arguing about on the road"? 

But the disciples were silent because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest among 

them. 

 

How does one decide who is more important ... and the greatest of all? What criteria if any would 

we use? 

 

Are the teachers among us the most important?  

     - because they train people in the various jobs they must do and provide them with the tools they 

need to learn new things with? 

 

Or is it doctors  

     - because without them most diseases would be fatal? 

 

Or how about garbage collectors  

- for without them we would choke in our own waste products? 

 

Or the bus driver 

    - for without them we won’t get to work or school. 

 

It is an endless argument once you get into it, and one the disciples did well to remain silent about 

when confronted by the master. 

 

Why this quest to determine who is most important?   

Why this quest to be number one? 

Why bother with the whole question? 

Why bother wondering who is greatest? 

Why this quest to be better or more powerful than other people? 

Why this desire to Lord it over others fellow beings?  

Surely there is a different way of looking at life?   
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Now let’s look at how Jesus takes them to a way that totally avoids the question of greatness, and 

instead looks at quality of life. Jesus speaks of a different way of living and of thinking when after 

asking his disciples about what they were arguing about, calls all twelve of them together and says 

to them: 

     "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all." 

 

And then taking a little child and having him stand among them, he takes the child in his arms and 

says to them: 

 

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name, welcomes me; and whoever welcomes 

me, does not welcome me, but the one who sent me.” 

 

What a wonderful image and teaching. Jesus calls the twelve as well as all of us - away from our 

arguments about who is greatest, and who deserves more and who should call the shots and turns 

our mind instead to the question of our attitude and how willing we are to humble ourselves and to 

serve one another. 

 

Children were not valued at the time of Jesus in the way they are today. They had no rights. There 

were no United Nations declarations about how they should be treated, and what it is that they 

deserve out of life. Children were not the most important persons in their families, nor were they 

considered to be the greatest members of their society. 

 

Rather children were expected to be obedient to their parents and to help the family earn its living 

and to learn what the family expected them to learn. Their needs were subordinate to the needs of 

the entire family and their role in the family was one of subservience. 

 

So who are the children today? 

     They are those who are not highly regarded? 

     Those who are without a place of their own? 

     Those without a leg to stand on? 

     Those whose voices are heard only because of suffering and oppression. 

     Those seen as less important, by us, and by our society? 

 

     “Whoever welcomes one of these in my name, welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me, does 

not welcome me, but the one who sent me.” 

 

What Jesus is saying is that life in the Kingdom of God is not about being the greatest or the first... 

but rather about seeing other people as important and not in measurement, but rather in an absolute 

way, a way that ignores all distinctions. 

 

Life lived according to the way of Christ is a life of opening ones arms and welcoming people into 

our embrace - and showing them that we care. 

 

It is about laying ourselves bear in God’s power, his flow of love that produces the harvest we all 

need and desire the harvest that comes when we live as peacemakers and sow the seeds of peace 

each day. To be a peacemaker, to enjoy the harvest of righteousness, is to foster an attitude of 

peace, an attitude of humility. It requires the recognition that it is really only God, who is important, 

and that God is found in the simple things, in the lowly things, in the ordinary things. 

 

What is it that we want out of life?  What is it we want from God? Jesus came among us not as a 

Lord, not as a boss, not as an important person but as servant. To be Christlike is to follow in His 

footsteps. Amen. 
___________________________________________ 


